
Animas View Drive Neighborhood Meeting Notes 
Durango Community Recreation Center 

November 1, 2023 

This document summarizes the input the city received from the community at the 
neighborhood meeting on November 1, 2023, regarding improvements to Animas View Drive. City staff 
will use this information to inform near-term, mid-term, and long-term changes to Animas View Drive.  

Identified Concerns 

• Crash resulting in loss of Katie Siegrist

• No pedestrian space along road

• Speeding

• Dark roadway with no lighting

• Concerns have been expressed for years with no improvements or action

• City staff not taking responsibility for getting things done

• Illegal parking

• Nowhere to safely cross the street

• Overgrown brush

• Poor sight lines

• Limited access to the Animas River Trail

• Dangerous transit stops

Improvement Ideas 

• Near-term
o Install lighting along Animas View Drive with emphasis on the north end around

United Campground. Ensure all lighting is dark sky appropriate.
o Trim overgrown shrubs and trees that force pedestrians onto the street or make the

road dark or that restrict sight distances.
o Install memorial signage for Katie Siegrist
o Install crosswalks at transit stops. Consider flashing crossing signs at these

crosswalks. Encourage school buses to stop at locations with crosswalks.
o Flashing SHARE THE ROAD signs. Potentially activated by the presence of pedestrians.
o Use Animas View Drive as a test pilot for ticketing speed cameras.
o Increase enforcement of speed limit along Animas View Drive, but focused on the

north end.
o Install signage for wildlife crossing.
o Install sharrows (shared lane markings).
o Shift lanes to allow more space on east side for walking along road.



 

o Add additional speed limit signs in the middle of the length of Animas View Drive.  
o Add rumble strips either on the fog and centerline or within the travel lane, 

occasionally paired with SHARE THE ROAD signs to remind drivers to slow down and 
that there are pedestrians on the road. Consideration should be given to cyclists and 
safety of rumble strips.  

o Improve construction traffic control that takes pedestrians and cyclists into 
consideration.  

• Mid-term 
o Improve transit stops with lighting and shelters.  
o Grade or put gravel down on the shoulders to create a temporary walking surface.  
o Install vertical deflection like speed tables, cushions, or humps. (One specific location 

is at the merge lane from 550 on the south end of AVD.) 
o Increase parking restrictions on the side of the road with boulders or other large 

objects.  
o Convert Animas View Drive to one-way southbound, either entire length or on the 

north end, to create space for a pedestrian and bicycle path.  
o Install bollard lighting on the side of the road that is activated by motion.  
o Create safe spaces for pedestrians to get off the road when vehicles are coming.  
o Consider creating transit shuttle to drop people off at Oxbow. 

• Long-term 
o Repair road surface condition.  
o Extend the Animas River Trail to the north and provide better access to the trail from 

Animas View Drive.  
o Add sidewalks, at least on one side.  
o Separate bicycle and pedestrian path along road.  
o Widen Animas View Drive to add bike lane and shoulder for pedestrians.  
o Install pull-out areas at high density traffic areas.  
o Create more parking for Oxbow.  
o Install red light camera at Animas View Drive and US Hwy 550 intersection.  
o Provide some speed calming treatment at slip lane onto Animas View Drive from US 

Hwy 550 at the signalized intersection.  
o Make Animas View Drive feel more residential while maintaining the rural character 

as much as possible.  
o Improve crossing of US Hwy 550 to CR 203 for bicycles.  
o Install roundabout at US Hwy 550, Animas View Drive, and CR 203.  

 
 
City staff will be working cross-departmentally and with other agencies to determine near-term 
and mid-term options for implementing. We will continue to keep the neighborhood informed as 
progress is made on improvements.  
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Contribution Summary

1. Which would you prefer?
Multi Choice | Skipped: 3 | Answered: 59 (95.2%)

Answer choices Percent Count

One-way southbound with extra space dedicated to pedestrians and cyclists with flex posts. 27.12% 16

Advisory shoulder (two-way traffic on a one-way street with no centerline and shoulders 10.17% 6
striped to dedicate space to pedestrians and bicyclists allowing cars to use striped area for
passing one another)

Other traffic calming treatments such as speed cushions, chicanes, traffic circles, pinch points 62.71% 37

Total 100.00% 59
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2. Which traffic calming elements do you like best?
Multi Choice | Skipped: 6 | Answered: 56 (90.3%)

Answer choices Percent Count

Speed cushions or raised crosswalk 80.36% 45

Mini traffic circle 35.71% 20

Pinch point 57.14% 32

Chicane 26.79% 15
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3. Do you think installing crosswalks at some transit stops should be a high priority?
Multi Choice | Skipped: 0 | Answered: 62 (100%)

Answer choices Percent Count

Yes 66.13% 41

No 33.87% 21

Total 100.00% 62
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4. Do you think permanent parking enforcement solutions should be a high priority?
Multi Choice | Skipped: 1 | Answered: 61 (98.4%)

Answer choices Percent Count

Yes 52.46% 32

No 47.54% 29

Total 100.00% 61
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5. Would you be in favor of automated speed enforcement cameras if the City pursues this option in town?
Multi Choice | Skipped: 0 | Answered: 62 (100%)

Answer choices Percent Count

Yes 69.35% 43

No 30.65% 19

Total 100.00% 62
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CONCEPT FOR NEAR-TERM IMPROVEMENTS 

 TO SUPPORT PEDESTRIAN  

SAFETY ALONG ANIMAS VIEW DRIVE 

7/8/24 

 

This document is submitted to the City of Durango by a group of residents who live on Animas View 
Drive (“AVD”).  It outlines a concept for near-term improvements to support pedestrian safety along
AVD.   

 

 

GENERAL OUTLINE:  The concept has several components:  

(1) Create a walking surface along one side of AVD (west side or east side, or a combination of both).  
See Figure 1.  As proposed here, the walkway is envisioned as pedestrian only, because there would 
not be adequate width to accommodate both pedestrians and bicycles. 

(2)  Install rumble strip within the existing paved road shoulder, or Bott’s dots on the edge of the 
walking surface, to alert drivers leaving the roadway. 

(3) Increase the effectiveness and safety of the proposed walking path by combining it with 
improvements identified by the City.  The near-term improvements identified by the City that appear 
to be cost effective and are supported by these authors include, in order of preference: (1) Automated 
speed enforcement cameras.  (This improvement enjoyed near universal support among those 
residents/neighbors of AVD who attended the Animas View Drive Neighborhood meeting held by the 
City on November 1, 2023.  Further, at the follow-up Neighborhood meeting hosted by the City on 
May 22, 2024, this improvement again had near unanimous support among those residents/neighbors 
in attendance, as evidenced by the “green dots” on the display board exercise conducted at that 
meeting); (2) Vegetation management to allow pedestrians to stay off the roadway, and to increase 
sight distance; (3) Pedestrian and bicycle flashing warning signs and “Move Over – It’s the Law” 
signage; and (4) Additional street lighting.  The mid-term improvements identified by the City, such 
as crosswalks and transportation demand management are also supported by this group.  

This concept divides AVD into 3 segments: Segment 1 is from Mild to Wild Rafting and Jeep Tours 
north to the Oxbow Park; Segment 2 is from Oxbow Park north to Redwood Lodge and Elkton 
Townhomes; and Segment 3 runs from Redwood Lodge/Elkton Townhomes to the North end of AVD 
(see attached map #1).  Each segment has its own needs and opportunities, which support different 
approaches and timing for implementation of components of the concept. 

The proposed concept offers an affordable, practicable and effective approach to improve safety for 
pedestrians along AVD, which could be completed within the next 18 months.   

 

SEGMENT 1:  One assumption underlying the segmented approach is that the ART is a very effective 
piece of existing infrastructure that serves or can serve a portion of the pedestrian needs of residents 
along AVD.  Most of the residents living in Segment 1 reside in the Animas View Mobile Home Park.  
It appears that residents of the Mobile Home Park currently walk along private drives within the 
Mobile Home Park and then along the train tracks to reach Oxbow Park, where they can access the 
ART.  
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In the longer term, if residents in Segment 1 desire a pedestrian path along AVD, preliminary 
investigations suggest it would be feasible to create such a walkway.  A walkway on the east side of 
AVD in Segment 1 could take advantage of about 600 feet of existing pavement along the Mobile 
Home Park.  However, a walkway would need to cross over to the west side of AVD in the vicinity of 
the existing guardrail, requiring crosswalks.   (See discussion of Segment 2 below for more detail 
about the proposal for a walkway.) 

 

SEGMENT 2:  Segment 2 includes most of the condos, townhomes and apartments along AVD; it has 
the greatest building density and the highest foot traffic of the three Segments.  The concept for 
Segment 2 is to add a pedestrian path along the east side or west side of AVD from Oxbow Park to 
Redwood Lodge/Elkton Townhomes.  Preliminary investigations suggest it is feasible to add a 6-foot-
wide pedestrian path, made of some type of low strength slightly cemented material, or other 
relatively low-cost surface, combined with Botts’ dots or rumble strip, along the east or west side of 
AVD.  We acknowledge that there is an existing drainage ditch on the west side of AVD.  In one or 
two 20-foot-long sections, the path width would probably need to be reduced to 4 feet to 
accommodate existing landscaping.   

The proposed pedestrian path would lie entirely outside the asphalt shoulder of AVD.  An important 
element for cost effectiveness is to utilize existing paved sections, driveways, and parking lots as 
much as possible to reduce material and labor costs.  The pedestrian path along Segment 2 would tie 
into the ART at Oxbow Park.  

 The effectiveness and safety of the walking path would be enhanced if combined with the other 
improvements identified by the city (outlined above) but the walking path could be developed as a 
stand-alone, near-term option. 

 

SEGMENT 3:  Segment 3 has a lower building density than Segments 1 and 2.  Segment 3 has three 
houses, one business, one campground and, at the northern terminus, one apartment complex and one 
townhouse development.  The lower building density and other factors may advocate for a phased 
approach for a pedestrian path along Segment 3, i.e., adding the pedestrian path along Segment 2, 
and potentially Segment 1, before moving forward with a pedestrian path along Segment 3.  

However, the northern end of Segment 3 is the location of the pedestrian fatality last year.  For the 
near term, swift implementation of the near-term and mid-term improvements identified by the City, 
including, at a minimum, automated speed enforcement cameras and vegetation management are 
essential.   

Preliminary investigations suggest that a walkway is feasible along the east side of AVD from 
Redwood Lodge/Elkton to the United Campgrounds of Durango. 

 

CONCLUSION:  The authors believe that this concept offers an affordable, practicable and effective 
approach to improve safety for pedestrians along AVD, which could reasonably be completed within 
the next 18 months.  We hope to be able to meet with City staff soon to discuss the ideas presented 
here.  
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